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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 



May 15, 2003 



In response to the restriction requirement dated April 7, 2003, applicants request 
entry of the amendments below and reconsideration of the restriction requirement. 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows. 



/ 28. (Amended)^ method for detecting a protein of theTGF-p family, 

comprising incubating an antibody or antibody fragment according to claim 20 with a 
sample suspected of containing a protein of the TGF-3 family, and 

detecting any antibody/pnptein complex formed as an indication of the presence of said 
protein. 
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Please add the following new claim to the application: 




IN THE SEQUENCE LISTING : 

Please substitute the sequence listing for this application with the attached, substitute 
sequence listing. 

REMARKS 

In response to the restriction requirement dated April 7, 2003, applicants hereby elect 
group 1, claims 20-23 and 30 with traverse on the grounds that groups 1 and 3 should be 
examined together. Group 1 is directed to an antibody which specifically binds to a protein 
having an amino acid sequence according to SEQ ID NO:3. Group 3 is directed to a process 
for using the antibody in group 1 to detect a protein. If the prior art is searched for the 
antibody used in the method of group 3, the antibody of group 1 will have effectively been 
searched. Claim 28, the only claim in group 3, has been amended to clarify the relationship 
between groups 1 and 3. 

In addition, the restriction requirement states that the product of group 1 can be used in a 
materially different process such asimmunochromatography. Applicants respectfully point out 
that immunochromatography can be used as a detection method according to claim 28. The 
purification serves as the detection. 

Attached to this response is a substitute sequence listing. In the substitute sequence 
listing, the attorney docket number has been changed to 2923-286 and the description of 
sequences 43 and 44 has been changed. The sequence listing filed on March 26, 2002 
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erroneously switched the organisms for SEQ ID NOS: 43 and 44. The attached sequence 
listing corrects this error. None of the sequences have been changed, only the organisms 
<213> have been switched. 

In the event this paper is not considered to be timely filed, the Applicant respectfully 
petitions for an appropriate extension of time. Any fee for such an extension together with any 
additional fees that may be due with respect to this paper, may be charged to Counsel's 
Deposit Account No. 02-2135. 



RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 


NAME AND 
REG. NUMBER 


Monica Chin Kitts, Registration No.: 36,105 


SIGNATURE 




ADDRESS 


Rothwell, Figg, Ernst & Manbeck 
Suite 800, 1425 K Street, N.W. 


CITY 


Washington 


STATE 


D.C. 


ZIP 
CODE 


20005 


COUNTRY 


U.S.A. 


TELEPHONE 


202-783- 
6040 


FAX 


202-783- 
6031 



3 




APPENDIX 

Marked-Up copy of claims to show amendments : 

28. (Amended) A method for detecting a protein of the TGF-0 family, 
comprising incubating an antibody or antibody fragment according to claim 20 [which 

specifically binds to a protein of the TGF-0 family] with a sample suspected of containing_a 

protein of the TGF-p family [said protein], and 

detecting any antibody/protein complex formed as an indication of the presence of said 

proteinf, 

wherein said protein is encoded by a DNA comprising a nucleotide sequence selected 
from the following group: 

(a) the nucleotide sequence as shown in SEQ ID NO:1 , 

(b) a nucleotide sequence which is degenerate as a result of the genetic code to the 
nucleotide sequence of (a), and 

(c) fragments of (a) or (b) which encode a protein which has essentially the same 
cartilage or bone inducing activities as a mature protein encoded by the nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID NO:1]. 
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